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THE BIBLE AND ITS AUTHORITY 
One characteristic of all Professor Dods's work is the explanation of 
large subjects with extreme clearness. Other characteristics are sanity 
of judgment and strong religious sense. All these are well represented 
in his latest book on the Bible. 1 The book consists of seven lectures 
delivered in 1904 at Lake Forest College on the Bross Foundation. The 
titles of the lectures indicate their scope: "The Bible and Other Sacred 
Books," "The Canon of Scripture," "Revelation," "Inspiration," "Infalli- 
bility," "The Trustworthiness of the Gospels," "The Miraculous Elements 
in the Gospels." The central thought of the book is that the chief dis- 
tinction of the Bible among sacred books is that it contains the consum- 
mation, though not the close, of God's revelation. 

The value of the Bible results from its connection with Christ. He is the 
supreme, ultimate revelation of God, and the Bible, being the amber in which he 
is preserved for man, is as inviolable and unique as he. On all hands and in all 
ages there has been knowledge of God. He has never and nowhere left himself 
without a witness: through nature and through conscience and through the 
experience of the misery that follows sin, God has spoken to men in general and 
to the individual in a language that many have been unable to misunderstand. 

But all such revelation is demonstrably incomplete without Christ It 

cannot be too often repeated that the element in the Bible which differentiates 
it is not the supreme and unrivaled excellence of all its constituent parts, nor 
that in it alone God speaks to man, but that it is the record of his supreme mani- 
festation in Jesus Christ (pp. 25 f.). 

The influence of this idea is visible in the lecture on the canon. There 
the lecturer builds upon a very illuminating, although brief, sketch of the 
distinguishing principles of the Protestant and Catholic conceptions of the 
canon. He accepts as the test of canonicity, the congruity of the writings 
to the main end of revelation, which is the revelation of God in Christ. 
That this is not a criterion of exactness is admitted. Some books lie more 
loosely connected with the purpose of revelation than others, so that at the 
last the canon comes, for practical purposes, to be a historic expression for 
what the church has regarded as congruous with revelation. The Protes- 
tant principle reserves the right to investigate and judge the estimate of the 
church. The chapter on "Inspiration" includes a discussion of verbal 

» The Bible, Its Origin and Nature. By Marcus Dods. New York: Scribner, 
1905. xi+245 pages. $1. 
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inspiration, showing how impossible it is to hold this theory in the face of 
the biblical facts. The problem of inf allibility raises the question : ' ' Infal- 
libility for what ?" The answer must be given in the light of the purpose 
of the Bible. That purpose is not to reveal science or history, but to 
communicate to the world the love of God in Christ. Infallibility then 
may be used of the Bible, but not of those things which do not concern 
its main purpose. The chapter on "The Trustworthiness of the Gospels" 
maintains that, while diversities and minor errors must be recognized, yet 
the essential claims of Christ are verified. The chapter is designed to 
conciliate those who suppose that all gospel criticism is of the school repre- 
sented by Schmiedel. The final chapter is a defense of the gospel miracles, 
and is less in the form of a plea in behalf of criticism than is any of the 
others. It would be impossible, except by large quotations, to convey an 
adequate idea of the clearness, the grace, and the tactful incisiveness with 
which the positions of the book are developed. It contains little that is 
not a generation old in the realm of scholarship, but it needs a generation 
of thought to ripen an expression so clear and yet so conciliatory as this. 
The book is a polemic, but a gracious polemic. 

Radically different, and yet similar in purpose, is Mr. Balmforth's 
book. 2 There are two classes of people who need a plea for the Bible as 
interpreted by criticism. By far the most numerous is the class who cling 
to the Bible and need to be reconciled to criticism. For this class Professor 
Dods writes, and few men have met their needs more skilfully. There is 
a class, much smaller in numbers, but still deserving of aid, who have 
abandoned the Bible, repelled by the use which creedal religion has made 
of it. They need to be brought back to the Bible. To this class the book 
of Mr. Balmforth is addressed. It covers less ground than Professor 
Dods's book, being confined to the Old Testament literature. Its object 
is to show that, after all, the Bible is worth studying. It consists of a series 
of Sunday evening discourses from the point of view of liberal religion. 
The book is useful, not doubtless for most people in the average orthodox 
church, but for that class outside which has practically thrown away the 
Bible — a class larger than most ministers realize. 

The book of Professor Haussleiter 3 is composed of six discourses 
delivered in 1904 in the Greifswald vacation school for teachers. It is a 
simple statement of the facts regarding the Lutheran doctrine of the Bible, 
from the evangelical, but not reactionary, point of view. To the lectures 

* The Bible from the Standpoint of the Higher Criticism. By Ramsden Balmforth. 
London: Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 1904. x+262 pages. $1.25. 

3 Die Autoritat der Bibel. Von D. Dr. Haussleiter. Munchen: Beck. 1905. 
v+77 pages. M. 0.80. 
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is added a chapter on the Bibel-Babel controversy. The whole is designed 
for teachers in Protestant schools who must teach the Bible, and is admirably 
adapted for its purpose. Its point of view, as making the value of the 
Bible center about the revelation of God in Christ, is more nearly akin to 
that of Professor Dods than to that of Mr. Balmforth. 

In 1903 Miss Helen Gould offered three prizes for popular, brief essays 
on "The Origin and History of the Bible Approved by the Roman Catholic 
Church" and "of the American Revised Version." Two hundred and 
sixty-five essays were presented. The prizes were won by Rev. William 
Thomas Whiteley, L.L.M., L.L.D., Rev. Gerald Hamilton Beard, B.D., 
Ph.D., and Charles B. Dalton, Esq. These three essays are published in 
cheap form.* Of course, they cover much the same ground. The limits 
of space imposed were such that the authors could give only a somewhat 
bare and crowded statement of facts. The first two essays are very full, 
accurate, and well proportioned. The third leaves something to be desired 
in accuracy, especially regarding the exactness of the present biblical text 
(p. 140). The chief value of the third essay lies in certain quotations from 
contemporary Catholic sources. Nowhere are the facts regarding the 
antecedents of the English versions of the Bible so succinctly gathered as 
in the first and second essays. The spirit of the essays is good. Both 
show that there is no one approved English version in the Catholic church, 
and that the various Catholic and Protestant versions have acted and 
reacted upon each other in a most interesting way, so that each is now a 
composite from the work of men of both creeds. It is unfortunate that the 
question of real importance between Catholic and Protestant forms of the 
Bible lies outside the range of the subject offered. It is this: Which is 
the proper Old Testament canon for the Christian church, that of Pales- 
tinian Judaism in the second century, or that of the early Christian church 
itself ? There i« something to be said on both sides of this question. 

Irving F. Wood. 
Northampton, Mass. 
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The Babel-Bibd controversy is still agitating the biblical scholars of 
Germany. Konig 1 has taken a first place in the amount of his contribu- 

* Roman Catholic and Protestant Bibles Compared. (The Gould Prize Essays.) 
Edited by Melancthon Williams Jacobus. New York: Bible Teachers' Training 
School, 1905. 180 pages. $0.50. 
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